Chatham United 2010 Memorial Day WeekendTournament

Code of Conduct
Youth sports across America are experiencing a new trend; a disturbing increase in player violence and even more disturbingly, fan violence.  In an attempt to eliminate this trend, Chatham United Soccer, Inc. requests that all teams in the Chatham Invitational Tournament agree to a Code of Conduct.

While it is recognized that the coaches cannot prevent all such incidents, it is recognized that the coaches can have a significant impact on the culture, philosophy and conduct of their teams, its parents and its fans.  Therefore the Chatham Invitational Tournament Committee has decided to impose on the coaches the responsibility to impose decorum on their teams, and just as importantly, its parents and fans.  It is expected that coaches will acquaint their teams and its parents and fans with the following Code of Conduct and the following rules, which will be imposed, without exception.

1) The decision rendered by the Chatham Invitational Tournament referees, regarding players, coaches, and spectators will be final in all instances.  No appeal or protest will be recognized.  Depending on the nature of the incident(s) involved, the Tournament Director reserves the right to impose any additional discipline it deems appropriate under the circumstances.
2) Participation in an act of violence by a player will result in disqualification from the remainder of the game in which the act of violence is committed and disqualification from further participation in the tournament.

3) Participation in an act of violence by a team parent or fan will result in forfeiture of the game during which the act of violence took place.  Participation in an act of violence is defined to include any act, the purpose of which is intended to cause injury or harm to a player, referee, linesperson, parent, fan or any other person, including, but not limited to:  fighting, throwing a punch – even in retaliation, or other similar actions.

4) A red card or combination of yellow cards resulting in issuance of a red card, to a player as a result of violent conduct will result in disqualification for two (2) complete games.

5) A red card issued to a coach, because of violent or threatening conduct, will result in a disqualification of the coach from further participation in the Invitational Tournament.  If this penalty leaves a team without an Invitational carded coach for any of its remaining games, the team will forfeit such games as well as its entry fee.

I have read the above, I understand its content and I, on behalf of myself, my assistant coaches, my team, its parents and its fans, agree to abide by its terms.

Dated:_______________________________  Team:_______________________________________

Coach’s Signature: ________________________________ Email address: _____________________

(This document must be signed and turned in at registration)

